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of such a husband, she had now the consolation of knowing that she was
free to fulfil her heart's desire, i.e., the taking of the veil in the Order she
had done so much to set up in France. Already, all her daughters were
Carmelite nuns, and in 1616, she commenced her novitiate at the convent
at Amiens, where one of these was then Sub-Prioress. True to the humility
which had marked her whole life, she sought on this occasion " the lowest
place," entering the house as a lay-sister under the title of Marie de Tin-
carnation.1 Her holy death occurred at the Carmelite Convent, Pontoise,
18th April, 1618. She had long, as before observed, been regarded by all
who knew her as a woman of extraordinary sanctity, and in addition to
the wonderful spiritual favours already described, she was gifted with the
sacred stigmata, or physical impressions of the holy wounds of Our
Saviour.2 The cause of her beatification was introduced at Rome as early
as 1627, but it was not until 1791 that Pope Pius VI, amidst the ominous
clouds that too truly heralded the approaching violence of the Revolution,
signed the decree enrolling her name among the Beat* of the Church.
Three years later an entire community of the Order, the famous Car-
melite Nuns of Compiegne, were to add their names to the illustrious
victims of the Jacobin Terror, and another glorious band of Martyrs to
the ancient and most historic Church of France, which owes so much to the
zeal and sanctity of the Blessed Mary of the Incarnation.8

[De Broglie: La Bienheureuse Marie de F Incarnation^ Marie Acarii
(Paris, 1903). Considerable information relating to the
Ursuline episode, in St Angela Merici and the Ursulines, by
Rev. Bernard O'Reilly. (London: Burns & Oates, 1880.).]
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DUCKETT, THE BLESSED JAMES, MARTYR
(?-i6oi).   Beatified Dec, 15, 1929.
WHILE very much is due to Douay, Rome, Lisbon, and the other " foreign
seminaries beyond the Sea," for keeping alive the Faith in these realms,
both during the blood-stained and the bloodless epochs of persecution,
1 It was, no doubt, in honour of the Blessed Marie de I'lncarnation, that her name in religion
was assumed by Marie Guyard-Martin, Foundress of the Ursuline Convent at Quebec. The
remains of the gallant Marquis de Montcalm, General Wolfe's opponent at the battle of Quebec,
1759, are buried in the Convent Chapel.
1 Dr Imbert, in his famous treatise on cases of Stigmata (Paris, 1894), includes the name of
the Blessed Marie of the Incarnation among the 321 well-established examples of this spiritual
phenomenon.
8 For the Blessed Carmelite Nuns of Compiegne Martyrs, 1794.   See July 17.